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The Vanderbilts,in a Novel. 
{From the Springtiel®? Republican. ] 

The Vanderbilt will case in all its nauseousness 
is spread outin a novel entitled “The Verden- 
Gorps.’’ published by Charles M. Hertig, 
Chicage, which — to be written by 
Basil Verdendorp. The disguise is the thin- 
nest possible; ola Vanderbilt and his suc- 
cessor, the second wife with her peculiar re- 
lations to the son, Rev. Dr. Deems, the law- 
yers and the Judges—all the hideous corrup- 
tion of social and family life, the base sub- 
serviency of courts, religion and even jour- 
nalism are depicted with rude literalness. 
In Basil Verdendorp, the narrator, we have 
a highly ideal presentation of Cornelius 
Vanderbilt the younger as a virtuous and 
abused person. The denouement differs 
slightly from the facts in making Basil shoot 
Richard C. Verdendorp dead, and after- 
ward acquitting him of the murder, while 
the Verdendorp property 1s all broken up and 
pays about seventy-five cents on a dollar. The 
book has ne literary merit, but it is a curious 
libel—according tothe legal interpretation of 
libel. 
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